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Any further inquiry must be made to that office.
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the reasons for reconsideration and be supported byI

If you have new or additional information which you wish to have considered, you may file a motion to reopen. Such
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DISCUSSION: The petltlon was denied by the District Dlrector,
Portland, Maine, and is now before the Associate Commissioner for’
Examinations on appeal. The ‘appeal will be dismissed. 1

owned institution whic provides vocationa and technical

education. It seeks approval of its institution for attendance of
nonimmigrant students under section 101 (a) (15) (M) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (the Act), 8 U.S.C. 1101 (a) (15) (M).
The district director determined that the petitioning institution
does not offer a full course of study as required by sectlon
101 (a) (15) (M) (1) of the Act.

On appeal, the petitioner states that when the unlque qualltles of
direct entry midwifery educaticn are considered, it will be clear
that  its students  dedicate sufficient hours for this
classification.

The regulation at 8 C.F.R. 214.2(m) {9) states that a "full |course
of study" as required by section 101(a) (15) (M) (1) of the Act means:

(iii) Study in a vocational or other nonacademlc

curriculum, other than'in a language training program

except as provided in § 214.3(a) (2) (iv), certified by\a

designated school official to consist of at least

. eighteen clock hours of attendance a week if the domlnant

part of the course of study consists of classroom

instruction, or at least twenty-two clock hours a week if

the dominant part of the course of study consists of~ shop

or laboratory workl[.] K

. \

The record indicates that the petitioning institution’s curriculum
consists of one three-semester course of study in direct-entry
midwifery. During the first semester, the students are [in the
classroom for 12 hours per week. During the follow1ng two academic
semesters, the students are in class at least six hours per week
and are also required to document a minimum of 65 hours of specific
clinical experience during' each semester in preceptor |sites.
Consequently, the petitioning institute has not shown that it
offers a "full course of study" to its students as defined by
regulation. .

Beyond the decision of the district director, this case cannot be
approved for other reasons. The regulation at 8 C.F.R. 214.3(b)
states in pertinent part'that-

Any other petitioning school shall submlt a certlflcatlon
by the appropriate licensing, approving, or accredltlng
official who shall certify that he or she is authorlzed'
to do so to the effect that it ‘is licensed, approved, or
accredited. 1In lieu of such certification a school Whl?h
|
|
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cffers courses recognlzed by a State-approving agency as
appropriate for study for veterans under the provisions
“of 38 U.8.C. 3675 and 3676 may submit a statement of
recognition 51gned by the appropriate official of the
' State approving agency who shall certify that he or she
is authorized to do so. B
The petitioning institution has not submitted evidence to show it
has been licensed, approved or accredited by the appropriate
licensing, approving, or accrediting official. Absent such
certification, this case cannot be approved. i
| .
The record does contain a preaccreditation certificate from The
_ Preaccredited  as
defined by the United States Department of Education, Office of
Postsecondary Education, means "the status of public recognition
that an accrediting agency grants to an institution or program for
a limited period of* time” that signifies that the agency has
determined that the institution or program is progressing towards
accreditation and is likely to attain accreditation before the
expiration of that limited period of time.) Also, See 34 CFR
600.2. Therefore, a preaccreditation certlflcate does not
establish that an institution, specifically, - has been
accredited.

. 1
Further, the agency which issued the preaccreditation certificate

is not a nationally recognized accrediting agency. It may be
possible for the petitio to cbtain certification by writing to

The record. also  contains a license issued by the Department of
Education in Augusta, Maine. However, the license expired on
December 31, 1999. ' |
‘ |

The regulation at 8 C.F.R. 214.3(b) states that:

A school catalogue, 1f one is issued, shall also be .
submitted with each petition. If not included in the

" catalogue, or if a catalogue is not issued, the school
shall furnish a written statement containing information
concerning the size of its physical plant, nature of its
facilities for- study and training, educational,
vocational, or professional qualifications of the’
teaching staff, salaries of the teachers, attendance and
scholastic grading policy, amount and character of
supervisory and consultative services available to
students and trainees, and finances (including ;a
certified copy of the accountant’s last. statement of
school’s net worth, income and expenses}. w
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A! school catalogue, or the information required in the

aforementioned regulation has not been furnished by the petitioning
lnstltutlon

The regulation at 8 C.F.R. 214.3(c) states that:

If the petitioner is a vocational, business or language
school, or American institution of research recognized as
such by the Attorney General, it must submit evidence
that its courses of study are accepted as fulfilling the
requirements for the attainment of an educational,
professional, or vocational objective, and are not
avocational or recreational in character.

| | |
The petitioning institution has not submitted such evidence.' This

can be accomplished by submitting letters from at least\three
employers attesting that recent graduates of the petltlonlng
institution are fully qualified in the field of training. | Such
letters should be written on company letterhead and state the name
and title or position of the graduate, the school from which she or
he graduated and dates of employment.
l \

The regulation at 8 C.F.R. 214.3{(e) states in pertlnent part that
the petitioning institution must establish that it is a bona fide
school and that it is an established institution of learning or
other recognized place of study. A postsecondary vocational
institution should be accredited and should have been in existence
for at least two years. See 34 C.F.R. 600.6. The petltlonlng
institution has not established it is an educational institution
that is legally authorized to provide an educational program beyond
secondary education in the State of Maine.

The petitioning institution must also establish that it possesses
the necessary facilities, personnel, and finances to conduct
1nstructlon in recognized courses. -

The evidence 'submitted in support of the petltlon has been
carefully considered. The petltlonlng institution has not
satlsfactorlly established that it has met the requirements of the
regulatlons

ORDER: The appeal is dismissed.




