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DISCYSSION: The petition was denied by the District Director,
Miami, Florida, and is now before the Associate Commissioner for
Examinations on appeal. The appeal will be dismissed. !
| 1 |
The fnetitioner, m states that i? is a
privately owned 1institutlon . engaged 1n p ary and high school
education. It seeks approval of its institution for attendance of
nonimmigrant students under section 101{a) (15) (F) of the
Tmmigration and Nationality Act (the Act), 8 U.8.C. 1101 (a) (15) (F).
The director determined that the petitioning institution had not
established that it possesses the necessary facilities, personnel,
and finances to conduct instruction in recognized courses.
: |
Addikional documentation has been submitted with the appeal.

The reguiation at 8 C.F.R. 214.3(b) states in pertinent parq that:

|
If not included in the catalogue, or if a school
catalogue is not issued, the school shall furnish a
written statement containing information cencerning the
size of its physical plant, nature of its facilities for
study and. training, educational, vocational or ¢
professional qualifications of the ‘teaching staff,
aalaries of the teachers, attendance .and scholastic
grading policy, amecunt and character of supervisory and
consultative services available to students and trainees,
and finances (including a certified copy of the
accountant’s last statement of school’s net worth, income
and expenses) . J |
The |petitioner states in a letter dated December 15, 1593 thgt "the
predent location is" a three story building which adequately
accqgmmodates our present enrollment.” Absent the number of
students currently enrolled, this Service is unable to determine 1f
the |petitioner possesses the necessary personnel and facility to
conduct instruction. The petitioning institution must show that it
has |adequate classroom space for each of its classes, namely, K-
1st| 3rd-5th, 6th-8th, and 9th-12th. The diagram of the |school
facility submitted does not indicate the &ize of each classroom.
of its

The [ recqard does not contain_evidence of the qualifications

lhing staff which include

and their aides|

The|petitioning institutiion has not submitted a certified copy of

its| financial statement. |A copy of its balance sheet ‘as of

September 1999 does not show that the petitioning institution has

enofigh finances to pay each teacher an annual salary of $18,000.

1ts| "available 1liquid. assets only amounts to $92,854 . The
I
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petitioning institution has not shown that it possess the necessary
finances to conduct instruction in recognized courses. .

In its letter dated December .15, 1999, the petitioner states that
the church supplements the academy’s account when sufficientifunds
are not available to pay what is necessary. However, no financial
evidence from the church has been submitted nor documentation to
show that the church is legally responsible for the academy’s
debts. ' '

This petition cannot be approved for another reason. The regulation
at 8 C.F.R. 214.3(b) states in pertinent part that:
A petitioning  private or parochial elementary or
secondary school system shall submit a certification
signed by the appropriate public official who shall
certify that he or she is authorized te do so to the
effect that it meets the requirements of the State or
local public educational system. .

The record as it is presently constituted does not conéain a
certification from an appropriate public official indicating the
petitioning institution meets the requirements of the State or
local public educational system din Florida. The program that is

( j by the school is an

accreditati®On program LO e .
sent certilicacion for the school, the petition cannot be
approved. Further,  the ACSI is not a nationally recognized
accrediting agency that can certify that the petitioning
institution meets the requirements of the. State or local public
educational system. :
The evidence submitted in support of the petition has been
carefully considered. - The petitioning institution has not
satisfactorily established that it has met the requirements of the
statute. , ' :

ORDER: The appeal is dismissed.




