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NOTICE OF SPECIAL
GEOGRAPHIC DEFINITIONS

Changes in the political and geographica definitions of the Soviet Union, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, and Ethiopia
have led to inconsistencies in the reporting of data. Information for these republics and the independent states
emerging from them are presented in this edition of the INS Statistical Yearbook as follows:

Soviet Union — On January 1, 1992, the United States formally recognized 12 independent republics within the
former Soviet Union: Armenia; Azerbaijan; Belarus, Georgia; Kazakhstan; Kyrgyzstan; Moldova; Russia; Tajikistan;
Turkmenistan; Ukraine; and Uzbekistan. The Soviet Union has officially dissolved as an independent state.
Nationality codes have been established for the independent republics in the various INS data bases. However, a code
has been retained for the Soviet Union because, while data for fiscal years 1992-97 are generally available for the
separate republics, they are not available for all data series. In these cases, data are aggregated and presented for the
former Soviet Union and for available republics.

Yugoslavia — On April 7, 1992, the United States formally recognized three independent states within the Socialist
Federal Republic of Yugodavia: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, and Slovenia. On February 9, 1994, Macedonia was
recognized as an independent state. Montenegro and Serbia have asserted the formation of ajoint independent state, but
this entity has not been formally recognized as a state by the United States. In the view of the United States, the
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia has officially dissolved and no successor state represents its continuation.
However, for purposes of statistical reporting, Yugoslavia will be shown to include the four independent states, as well
as Montenegro and Serbia, unless otherwise indicated. Nationality codes have been established for the four independent
states in the various INS data bases. However, a code has been retained for Yugoslavia because, while data for fiscal
years 1993-97 are generally available for the separate states, they are not available for al data series. In these cases,
data are aggregated and presented for the former Yugoslavia and for available independent states.

Czechoslovakia — On January 1, 1993, the United States formally recognized two independent republics within the
Czech and Slovak Federal Republic (CSFR, or Czechoslovakia): the Czech Republic and Slovak Republic (Slovakia).
Czechoslovakia has officialy dissolved as an independent republic; however, for purposes of statistical reporting, it
will be shown to include the two independent republics unless otherwise indicated. Nationality codes have been
established for the two independent republics in the various INS data bases. However, a code has been retained for
Czechoslovakia because, while data for fiscal years 1994-97 are generally available for the separate republics, they are
not available for all data series. In these cases, data are aggregated and presented for the former Czechoslovakia and for
available independent republics.

Ethiopia / Eritrea — On April 27, 1993, the United States formally recognized Eritrea as a sovereign country,
independent of Ethiopia. Datafor Ethiopiaexclude Eritrea unless otherwise indicated.

10



Name changes for the following countries are reflected in this edition of the INS Satistical Yearbook:

Zaire— On May 30, 1997, Zaire was formally recognized as the Democratic Republic of the Congo. This country is
shown as Congo, Democratic Republic.

Congo — The conventional long form name for the Congo is the Republic of the Congo. With the change of Zaire to
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the long form names are used for both countries. Congo is shown as Congo,
Republic.

Hong Kong — On December 19, 1984, the United Kingdom and China signed a joint declaration on the question of
sovereignty over Hong Kong. Under that declaration, China resumed the exercise of sovereignty over Hong Kong on
July 1, 1997. Since the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region government enjoys a high degree of political and
economic autonomy, Hong Kong continues to be shown separately.

Western Samoa — On August 4, 1997, Western Samoa was formally recognized as Samoa. This country is shown as
Samoa.

In addition, there are known cross-reporting problems for certain pairs of countries with similar names or historical
associations. These pairs of countries are: the People’s Republic of China and Taiwan; the Dominican Republic and
Dominica; Nigeria and Niger; Australia and Austria; Netherlands and Netherlands Antilles; and Mauritania and
Mauritius. For each pair, persons from one country may be reported as being from the other country.
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INTRODUCTION

This edition of the Yearbook provides immigration data for
1997 along with related historical information. The mgjor areas
covered include: immigrants admitted for legal permanent
residence; refugees approved and admitted; asylee cases filed
and approved; nonimmigrant admissions (e.g., tourists,
students, etc.)—available only for 1996; aliens naturalized; and
deportable aliens located and removed.

The statistics for 1997 reflect decreases in several areas:
immigration; refugee arrivals, asylum cases received; persons
naturalized; and deportable aliens located.

Highlights for 1997 include:

o Lega immigration in 1997 (798,378) was lower than
in 1996 (915,900) due primarily to an increasein
pending adjustment of status applications.

o Thirty-nine percent of all immigrants were bornin
North America (18 percent in Mexico) and
33 percent were born in Asia.

o Morethan two-thirds of all immigrantsintended to
residein six states: California, New York, Florida,
Texas, New Jersey, and Illinois.

o Morethan one of fiveimmigrantsintended to residein
New York City or Los Angeles.

o Therepublics of the former Soviet Union surpassed
all other countries for refugee arrivals with 27,072
(39.1 percent); Bosnia-Herzegovina accounted for
21,357 (30.8 percent).

0 Naturalizations decreased to less than 600,000 in 1997 due to an increase in applications
pending adecision.

0 Thirty-nine percent of persons naturalizing during the 1991-97 period were born in Asiaand
38 percent were born in North America.

0 Cdlifornia showed the highest number of naturaizationsin 1997, with 187,432 (31.3 percent);
New York was second with 95,595 (16.0 percent). The New York City and Los Angeles-Long
Beach metropolitan areas accounted for more than a quarter of the total.

0 The number of deportable aliens